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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 June 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^] Claim(s) 1-26 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) KI The drawing(s) filed on 29 June 2001 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 -26 are pending in this application. 

2. The claims and only the claims form the metes and bounds of the invention. 
"Office personnel are to give the claims their broadest reasonable interpretation in light 
of the supporting disclosure. In re Morris, 127 F.3d 1048, 1054-55, 44USPQ2d 1023, 
1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997). Limitations appearing in the specification but not recited in 
the claim are not read into the claim. In re Prater, 415 F.2d, 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 
541, 550-551 (CCPA 1969)" (MPEP p 2100-8, c 2, 1 45-48; p 2100-9, c 1, 1 1-4). The 
Examiner has full latitude to interpret each claim in the broadest reasonable sense. 
Examiner will reference prior art using terminology familiar to one of ordinary skill in the 
art. Such an approach is broad in concept and can be either explicit or implicit in 
meaning. 

3. Examiner's Opinion: 

Para 2 above applies. With the general nature of the claims, the prior art of 
Stratmann applies. The claims fail to pick up the substance of the specification. 
Generalized groupings obscure the intention of the invention. Applicant is encouraged 
to make the claims define the specifics of the invention. Short of this, the mature field of 
decision theory anticipates. Substantive amendments is the only effective path to 
allowance. 
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Specification 

4. Page 2, line 3: delete "an application" and insert -U. S. Patent Application No. 
09/895,854-. 

Page 2, line 5: delete "an application" and insert -U. S. Patent Application No. 
09/895,138-. 

These objections must be corrected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The terms "fifth set" and "sixth set" are not identified in the specification. 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
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regards as the invention. Claims 8 and 9 cite the term "some" and claims 15 and 16 cite 
the term "fewer" all of which are relative terms and render the claims indefinite. 




Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stratmann (U.S. Patent 5,717,865, referred to as Stratmann). 

Examiner's Note (EN): Para 2 above applies. User(s) and sets of individuals, first set 
of individuals, second set of individuals, third set of individuals, etc. are 
synonymous... they are all users participating in a decision making process. What is 
invented is the embodied methodology related to the process of decision making. 
Segregating the individuals is merely establishing the process of decision making. 
Alternatively, if the invention involved the specificity of individuals, such an invention 
would not be statutory since it would violate the principal of concreteness required 
under 35 USC 101. 



* • 
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Claim 1 

Stratmann anticipates receiving, in a computer system, a set of alternative 
choices (Stratmann, c 2, 1 40-41 ); receiving, in the computer system, a set of criteria by 
which the set of alternative choices may be evaluated (Stratmann, c 2, 1 44-45); 
receiving, in the computer system via a data network coupled to the computer system, a 
set of weights sent to the computer system by a first set of individuals via the data 
network, each weight indicating importance of a corresponding criterion from the set of 
criteria (Stratmann, c 2, 1 48-50; Fig. 1); receiving, in the computer system via the data 
network, a set of evaluations sent to the computer system by a second set of 
individuals, each evaluation corresponding to possible attributes of a corresponding 
criterion (Stratmann, c 2, 1 50-52); and based on the set of evaluations and the set of 
weights, providing a relative analysis of the alternative choices (Stratmann, c 2, 1 57- 
63). 

Claims 2, 22 

Stratmann anticipates relative analysis of the alternative choices comprises 
ranking the alternatives based on a score derived from a weighted combination of the 
evaluations, the weighted combination of the evaluations being based on the weights 
(Stratmann, c 2, 1 35-63). 
Claim 3 

Stratmann anticipates the evaluations comprise pairwise comparison 
(Stratmann, c 2, 1 35-63; EN: para 2 above applies; the numerical score for each 
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alternative provides pairwise comparison between the value at alternative "n" and the 
value at alternative "n+1"). 
Claim 4 

Stratmann anticipates evaluations comprise direct entry (Stratmann, c 2, 1 48). 
Claim 5 

Stratmann anticipates the evaluations comprise multiple choice (Stratmann, c 2, 
I 35-63; EN: para 2 above applies; the numerical score for each alternative provides 
multiple choice since "n + 1" alternative scores will be determined). 
Claims 6, 23 

Stratmann anticipates wherein receiving, via the data network, comprises 
receiving, in a server application, a datastream, in XML protocol, from the respective 
individual, the datastream being entered in a world wide web client application 
(Stratmann, c 3, 1 24-35; Fig. 1 ; EN: para 2 above applies; network, world wide web, 
datastream are synonymous; computers are servers; arrangement of information (data) 
on the network lines is standard (extensible markup language protocol). 
Claim 7 

Stratmann anticipates wherein the computer system comprises a multi 
processor computer (Stratmann, c 3, 1 24-35; Fig. 1 ; EN: para 2 above applies; to one 
of ordinary skill in the art, the central processing unit performs fetch, decode and 
execute operations; part of the central processing unit is an arithmetic unit or arithmetic 
processor; Stratmann has a central processing unit and an arithmetic processor; multi 
processor system). 
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Claim 8 

Stratmann anticipates some, but not all, weights in the set of weights are 
received after receipt of at least some of the evaluations in the set of evaluations 
(Stratmann, c 3, 1 59-61 ; EN: para 2 above applies; since decision components are 
stored both locally and externally, some weights would arrive at a later point in time). 
Claim 9 

Stratmann anticipates some, but not all, evaluations in the set of evaluations are 
received after receipt of at least some of the weights in the set of weights (Stratmann, c 
3, 1 59-61; EN: para 2 above applies; since decision components are stored both locally 
and externally, some evaluations would arrive at a later point in time). 
Claim 10 

Stratmann anticipates set of criteria is sent to the computer system by a third set 
of individuals via the data network (Stratmann, c 2, 1 44-45; Fig 1 ; EN: para 2 above 
applies; user(s) are synonymous with third set of individuals). 
Claim 11 

Stratmann anticipates set of criteria is sent to the computer system by a fourth 
set of individuals via the data network (Stratmann, c 2, 1 44-45; Fig 1 ; EN: para 2 above 
applies; user(s) are synonymous with fourth set of individuals). 
Claim 12 

Stratmann anticipates one or more individuals of the first set of individuals is a 
member of the second set of individuals (Stratmann, c 1, 1 35-48; EN: para 2 above 
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applies; user(s) are synonymous with individuals; a preference for a particular car 
among two users would not advance to agreement among colors for the same car). 
Claim 13 

Stratmann anticipates no individual is a member of both the first and second sets 
of individuals (Stratmann, c 1 , 1 35-48; EN: para 2 above applies; user(s) are 
synonymous with individuals; a voting preference would isolate two users). 
Claim 14 

Stratmann anticipates each of the individuals in the first set of individuals 
provides a weight for each of the criteria (Stratmann, c 2, 1 48-50; EN: para 2 above 
applies; user(s) are synonymous with individuals). 
Claim 15 

Stratmann anticipates one or more individuals in the first set of individuals 
provides weights for fewer than all the criteria in the set of criteria individuals 
(Stratmann, c 1, 1 35-48; EN: para 2 above applies; user(s) are synonymous with 
individuals; a preference for a particular car among two users would not advance to 
agreement among colors for the same car; a black car would receive zero weight from a 
user). 
Claim 16 

Stratmann anticipates one or more individuals in the second set of individuals 
provides evaluations for fewer than all the criteria in the set of criteria (Stratmann, c 1 , 1 
35-48; EN: para 2 above applies; user(s) are synonymous with individuals; a voting 
preference would isolate two users). 
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Claim 17 

Stratmann anticipates each of the individuals in the second set of individuals 
provides an evaluation for each of the criteria (Stratmann, c 1 , 1 35-48; EN: para 2 
above applies; user(s) are synonymous with individuals; utility evaluation of a pair of 
jeans for males is greater than null). 
Claims 18, 24 

Stratmann anticipates requiring a security identification of individuals in the first 
and second sets of individuals before accepting their respective inputs (Stratmann, c 1 , 
I 35-48; EN: para 2 above applies; to one of ordinary skill in the art, standard message 
protocol will identify both the sender and receiver by name which provides the security 
identification). 
Claims 19, 25 

Stratmann anticipates wherein the security identification comprises a password 
(Stratmann, c 1 , 1 35-48; EN: para 2 above applies; to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
passwords vary in complexity but can be as simple as an individuals name which is 
attached to the message as the header). 

Claim 20 

Stratmann anticipates receiving in the computer system an additional set of 
weights sent to the computer system by a fifth set of individuals via the data network, 
the fifth set of individuals not including the first set of individuals, each weight indicating 
importance of a corresponding criterion from the set of criteria (Stratmann, c 2, 1 48-50; 
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Fig. 1); receiving, in the computer system via the data network, an additional set of 
evaluations sent to the computer system by a sixth set of individuals, each evaluation 
corresponding to possible attributes of a corresponding criterion (Stratmann, c 2, 1 50- 
52); and based on the set of evaluations, the additional set of evaluations, the set of 
weights and the additional set of weights, providing an additional relative analysis of the 
alternative choices (Stratmann, c 2, 1 57-63; EN: para 2 above applies; user(s) are 
synonymous with sets of individuals). 
Claims 21,26 

Stratmann anticipates a server coupled to a data network, the server receiving a 
set of alternative choices and a set of criteria by which the set of alternative choices 
may be evaluated (Stratmann, c 2, 1 40-41; c 2, 1 44-45; EN: computers are servers); a 
first set of client devices coupled to the data network, the first set of client devices 
transmitting to the server via the data network a set of weights provided by a first set of 
individuals, each weight indicating importance of a corresponding criterion from the set 
of criteria (Stratmann, c 2, 1 48-50; Fig. 1 ); a second set of client devices coupled to the 
data network, the second set of client devices transmitting to the server via the data 
network a set of evaluations provided by a second set of individuals, each evaluation 
corresponding to possible attributes of a corresponding criteria (Stratmann, c 2, 1 50- 
52); wherein the server provides a relative analysis of the alternative choices based on 
the set of evaluations and the set of weights (Stratmann, c 2, 1 57-63). 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Maxwell, U.S. Patent 6,195,643 

- Ravid et al, U.S. Patent 6,622,1 37 

- Geller et al, U.S. Patent 6,236,990 

- D'Alessandro, U.S. Patent 6,556,974 

- Saias et al, U.S. Pub 2003/0014379 

- Kant et al, U.S. Pub 2002/0010667 

- Froseth et al, U.S. Pub 2002/0004749 

- Kauffman, U.S. Pub 2001/0032029 

- Mikurak, U.S. 6,606,744 

- Guheen et al, U.S. Pat 6,519,571 

8. Claims 1-26 are rejected. 



Any inquiry concerning this information or related to the subject disclosure 
should be directed to the Examiner, Joseph P. Hirl, whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-1668. The Examiner can be reached on Monday - Thursday from 
6:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Anil Khatri can be reached at (703) 305-0282. 
Any response to this office action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 

Washington, D. C. 20231; 
or faxed to: 

(703) 746-7239 (for formal communications intended for entry); 
or faxed to: 

(703) 746-7290 (for informal or draft communications with notation of 
"Proposed" or "Draft" for the desk of the Examiner). 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Receptionist, Crystal Park II 

2121 Crystal Drive, 

Arlington, Virginia. 



Joseph P. Hirl\ 




February 13, 2004 



